The asymmetric unit of the tilte crystal structure is shown in the gure. Tables 1 and 2 contain details of the measurement method and a list of the atoms including atomic coordinates and displacement parameters. 
Source of material
The Catharanthus roseus was purchased from Vinca Pharmaceutical Co., Ltd. HaiNan, China. The powdered twigs and leaves of C. roseus (8.5 kg) were extracted with 95% ethanol. The solution was evaporated in vacuum to get a residue (1234 g). The residue was dissolved in water to form a suspension and then adjusted to pH 6 with diluted (3%) H 2 SO4. The acidic suspension was partitioned with CHCl 3 . The aqueous phase was basi ed with an ammonia solution (2%) to pH 8 and then extracted with CHCl 3 to obtain the raw alkaloid (105 g), which was subjected to silica gel column chromatography ( 
Experimental details
The C-bound H atoms were positioned geometrically and were included in the re nement in the riding-model approximation. The crystal structure was solved by direct method and re ned by full-matrix least-squares re nement with SHELX program [8] . . 
Discussion
Catharanthus roseus is a member of the family Apocynaceae. It is a well-known medicinal plant because of its anti-tumor activity. Up to now more than one hundred alkaloids have been isolated from the plant and most of them are indole alkaloids. In our study on Catharanthus roseus, we have obtained lochnericine. Lochnericine has also been isolated from Amsonia angustifolia [1] , Vinca pusilla [2] , Alstonia lanceolata [3] , Tabernaemontana citrifolia [4] , Amsonia sinensis [5] . The title compound is composed of one benzo moiety, two vemembered rings and two six-membered rings. The atoms C9, C20, C21, O1, O2 are coplanar (mean deviation 0.0115). The atoms C7, C8, C9, C10 form another plane (mean deviation 0.0177 Å). The dihedral angle between the benzo moiety and the methyl ester group is 30.30(7)°, while it is 20.55 (9) 
